biwin.co.uk

The Wall, The Union: 20 years later
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December of P31, the veorid kas changed quite a B, Tor better aripr worse. The world has seen the
ﬂr‘mﬂu-r T5 dewelopmient of the internet, the celiphons, the personal computer; we're able fo connect with one
peeoplis hisck in 1931 couldn Imagine. We han ven I
the farthest manmada. 1 froen Farth, wa've gay d Saqurn and workds heyond
s, gt Bt and v dliscovered emoplaesets in far off star systems, soeme
af which have been fownd bplbe in the star's habitable 1one. For the Best time sver in human Festory, e
harve: eraidenece thart we st might not be alone. At the same tima, however, wie've seen the widespread
s aof ghastly implarents of sLoughtes suicide bomibirgs, hijsckings, terrrism. Fuer singe Sapteriber
OO, it @ e moocertg by of the 10 e i sy, the Winrld has baen under vigdant Inckout for an
suspicious activiey, Wihile the threat of annibllation trom the east i kong Bune, e are now Taced with the
thewat of 1ernoe s ceur Foeme front, and necently Middie East has shown us 75 horrilving muclear
capabilites.
Despite the il that soma wary is Starving the Exrrh once agaim, the Bealin Wall remaing to be cne
b this great symbols of opgeession. Consaructass of the Wil began on fusgist | rdays atrer the
East-Bevlin border was chmed, Before dugy vt vy el st pvor e 1R Workd's Lomgest, Bus e
Wie Hedgerow. 1t required very kitle péysic o rthom Do dedect inbo 'West Be a task Cord Sehumane
s mode than happy to camy cuf. On August 15, Schismann, a puand staticesd at the border, leapk over
thee barbed wire fance and into 3 waiting wan in West Germany, The mome of kis jump was mmortalized
by photographer Peter Leibing. A the years progressed, howeser, Bhe Wall would become a Bowering,
Labwyrintihiess congnete rmonster of appression, The wall became heavily goearded, soldiers apenpting wnder &
“shood o kil” order. Bads of naly, minefields, and 3 hundred- meter wide “death srip” worn placed along
the: wall; it was 4 depressed man's paradise. 1t is estimated that somatere arcund 200 people wene kiled
rying bo cross the wall, compared Lo S000 successhal defectons

DOvee disfecion, 18 wear ofd Peter Fech s ok 50 buddy. Exactly one year alfter Ehe Wall's
comstruction, Feciier ard his friend Helmut Kubeil stemetied 1o oross e will over into 'West Germany,
After crossing the death-sirip, 1Fe teo attemeied 1o scalle the wall crer ieio West Berkn. Bordier guards
Ibegan bo fire at the fwo, and Fechaer was shot in the petis, faling back inbo the death strip. ' Kulbeik made
i infio: West Barkin as mortified onkovkers wtched Fachier blesd to death i plain view, Fechier bled to
death in approadmately cne bowr.

I Seprembser of FIED, & series of protest sonung up in Bedin, Fusled by slogans such a3 “Wir
ool raer | (We wand out|) amd “wir blaiben higr!” [We'll s1ay hera [al the wall]], the protests culmingted
i the & Novemiber Alexanderplats Demonstration. O November %, 1988, Glinter Schabows ki, spolesman
foe the SED Politbura recehved & note shortly before atiending a press comerence. Harving been ghen no
mstnactions as to what to.do with the note, Schabowskiread the note alcad at the conchusion of the con
{nrence, O of The jorry k 1 1k regnlaticm daf fhoe e Fect, Len bk Schabioweli replind:

hit, 2DF's Hewde atrec i pts of
tha press conference. After the bradeass, East Germars fiooded the swails six checipoings, demanding
hat she gaies be opered immedhately. Duimembered, The boeder guands feally opersd the gates, East
finally being reunited with the 'West. Peogle celrbrated theoagh the night to hisrald in a new era in
e mruen Himsony, The dar, sges e over for Gesrmany; the Fathedand was reunited onos agsin
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